
 

4th Grade 
Math 

AKS/Objective: Use the four operations with whole numbers to solve problems. Solve 
multi-step word problems with whole numbers and having whole-number answers using 
the four operations, including problems in which remainders must be interpreted. 
Represent these problems using equations with a symbol or letter standing for the 
unknown quantity. Assess the reasonableness of answers using mental computation and 
estimation strategies, including rounding. 
 
This means… 

I can use what I know about addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division to 
solve multi-step word problems involving 
whole numbers. 

I can represent word problems by using 
equations with a letter standing for the 
unknown number. 

I can solve multi-step word problems and 
check for the reasonableness of answers 
through different strategies. 

This looks like… 

The child can solve word problems using the four 
operations with whole numbers. 

Activity Title: Problem Solving  LEVEL: Proficient 

 

Materials needed: Reach out to your child’s teacher for materials.  

• Paper with word problem(s). 

• Markers or color pencils. 

• Base ten blocks (print attachment, draw, or reach out to 
Parent Center/Teacher to borrow a set).   

• Electronic device (computer, tablet, or cell phone)to 
watch the videos. 

 

Base Ten Blocks 

   

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QHJqLjYeOE8vwXiIs3j-SwVXGFVhBfEC/view?usp=sharing
https://www.coolmath4kids.com/manipulatives/base-ten-blocks
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Directions:  

1. Read the following word-problem aloud with your child: 

Over the summer, Kate earned $180 each week for 3 weeks from babysitting. Of that money, she 
spent $375 on a new computer and $137 on new clothes. How much money did she have left? 

2. You will think through the word-problem and use manipulatives (ten blocks) to solve. 

  

3.  Talk to your child about what you know from the problem: 

 I know that Kate earned money babysitting for 3 weeks. I also know that Kate spent the money 
she earned on a computer and clothes. The problem is asking me how much Kate had after she 
purchased her items.  

4. Use the base-ten blocks to model your thinking as follows: 

“The first thing I need to do is to find out how much she earned while babysitting for those three 
weeks. She earned 3 groups of $180, so 180 x 3=? (Use ten blocks to solve). When I used my 
models, I multiplied 180 times 3 to get $540 dollars. I know that Kate earned $540 dollars for the 
three weeks of babysitting. 

 

 Next, I’m going to subtract the amount of the first item she bought. Kate spent $375 on a 
computer, so 540-375 is my next step. (Use models to solve). When I use my base ten blocks to 
subtract that, I see that Kate has $165 dollars left. I’m not done though, because Kate bought 
another item. 
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Kate then bought new clothes. Those clothes cost her $137. I need to subtract the 137 dollars from 
the 165 dollars she had left after buying the computer. My new equation is 165- 137. (Use models to 
solve) When I solve this equation, I know that Kate had $28 dollars left after buying her two items.  

 

If the activity is too hard, try this:  

● Allow your child to read and discuss what is happening in the original problem.  Children 
often “grab” numbers out of word problems and simply choose an operation they are 
familiar with to compute regardless of the context presented in the problem. Children 
should continually ask themselves, “Does this make sense?” and “Is it reasonable?”, and 
then choose an operation and strategy accordingly. 

● Often, with support of manipulatives to “act out” the problem, students will have a better 
understanding of how to represent the situation into an equation. 

● Practice at this website working with your child up through the levels. 
○ https://www.mathplayground.com/thinkingblocks.html 

If the activity is too easy, try this:   

● Allow your child to work with the same word problem adding these sentences at the end. 
○ How can Kate divide the remaining money into two equal parts? 
○ Let your child model and explain his/her reasoning. 

https://www.mathplayground.com/thinkingblocks.html
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● Allow your child to create their own multi step word problems. Challenge your child to use 
all four operations in their context and solve. They can then give their word problems to a 
sibling to solve or challenge you to solve the problem as well. Compare your answers. 

 

If the activity is just right, try this:  

● Try a numberless word problem. This activity allows your child to truly understand the 
context of situations before adding in the numbers involved. Talk through each slide one at 
a time until you reach the final question to solve. With each slide, ask your child, “What do 
you notice? What do you wonder? What do you need to know?” Then solve the complete 
question. Let your child show their work through drawings and explain their reasoning. 
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/4th-Math-Numberless
-Word-Problems-Task.pdf 

● Bring in the concept of money with this Illustrative Math Task. Your child has not been 
exposed to decimals yet, so this will be a great preview in a real world context. 
https://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/content-standards/4/OA/A/3/tasks/1289 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/4th-Math-Numberless-Word-Problems-Task.pdf
https://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/content-standards/4/OA/A/3/tasks/1289

